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" Not guilty." On this subject he will, if it meet Your Majesty's
approval, communicate with the authorities for the better infor-
mation of his judgment; for he is deeply impressed with the
gravity of the subject.
As regards the substance of the proceeding in the particular
case, the Home Secretary has he believes explained to Your
Majesty, not only that the best course possible under the circum-
stances has been followed but that virtually no choice was left.
Mr. Gladstone cannot too strongly assure Your Majesty of the
devoted care, intelligence, and as he thinks good sense, which has
been applied to the case, as was indeed their bounden duty, by
those of Your Majesty's servants who have been more immediately
concerned in dealing with its details.
856             General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 273-4.)
WINDSOR CASTLE. April 29. 1882.
I am commanded by The Queen to let you know that Her
Majesty will be prepared to accept Lord Cowper's resignation and
to approve of the appointment of Lord Spencer to the Lord
Lieutenancy of Ireland.
Her Majesty will make no remark on the Government of
Ireland by Lord Cowper whose amiable qualities she fully recog-
nizes, but thinks with you that the Chief Executive Officer in
Ireland should at this crisis not only be clothed with the highest
authority but should also publicly assert that authority and
exercise the powers that have been granted to him.
The Queen trusts that nothing will be done to cast any slur on
Mr. Forster who she is glad retains the office of Chief Secretary.
The Queen would have looked on the appointment of Lord
Spencer as a mission to devote himself entirely to the cause of
law and order in Ireland and to the interests of the Irish people,
but as he is to retain his other officex to which he is eventually to
return Her Majesty cannot help fearing that this will give the
effect of its being a half hearted measure.
It can scarcely be intended that Lord Spencer can expect to
restore tranquillity in Ireland in three or four months, nor that
anticipating failure he should keep his office in Whitehall to fall
back upon.
1 Lord President of the Council.